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Participation Portal Extra 

Welcome to the second e-briefing from the Participation Portal, a new service for those who are interested in or actively promote participation in their work with children and young people. The Portal is funded by the Carnegie UK Trust and is hosted by Children in Northern Ireland.

What is the Participation Portal?

The Participation Portal is a web-based resource which will provide you and others working with and on behalf of children and young people, with the opportunity to exchange ideas and develop their own practice through our directory of projects and organisations. The Portal also holds an array of paper based resources in relation to research, methods, toolkits and standards.
How can I sign up to this E-Brief?

You can sign up the E-Brief by sending us an email to robyn@ci-ni.org.uk titled ‘Subscribe to PP E-News’.

Become a member of Participation Portal?

To sign up to the Portal is absolutely free and it gives you an opportunity to promote the work of our organisation/project on the website and it gives an opportunity for those individuals visiting the Portal to read about your work and visit your website to find out more about what you do. Alternatively you can fill in our online questionnaire. 
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1) News: Local and National

NICCY calls for school councils across Northern Ireland 01/05/07 [NI] 

In May 05, NICCY launched Democra-School guidance at conference on creating and improving school councils. The guidance aims to help every school in Northern Ireland encourage pupils to have a say in the day-to-day life of school.

Democra-School is a programme designed to support and encourage the development of meaningful school councils and the practice of democracy in the school environment

Link:           Democra Schools and NICCY Press Release 
Audit of Participative Structure for Children and Young People in NI 05/07 [NI] 

The Big Deal have published results of an audit of higher level participative structures which was carried out over the last 6 months. The main aim of this was to gain an insight and knowledge of existing participative structures in Northern Ireland 

Link:           Full Publication and the Big Deal
The Big Deal ‘Working it Out’ Seminar Report 19/06/07 

This conference brought to together stakeholders from education, children and youth sectors to examine and explore and promote the range of practice taking place around participation and engaging/involving children and young people in decision making. 

Link:           Full Report and The Big Deal
NINFY Working Group Pre Consultation 06/07/07 [NI] 

The NINFY Working Group are conducting a pre-consultation on the future look and shape of Northern Ireland Network For Youth. 

The Northern Ireland Network for Youth stems from the 10 year Children and Young people’s strategy. It will be established to strengthen the direct voice of children and young people in all relevant aspects of government provision.

Link:           Consultation information and Youth Council Northern Ireland
Super heroes help junior minister defend children's rights 14/06/07 [NI]

Junior Ministers, Gerry Jelly and Ian Paisley Jnr launched a comic book with 6 super heroes aimed at promoting and defending the rights of young children.  

Herbie Healthy, Sophie Safe, Archie Achiever, Emer the Eco Girl, Donna Does-a-lot and Rory Rights will use their super powers to help in the fight to secure a better society for children and ensure their needs are kept at the heart of government and the community.

The six super heroes, who were named by local children, were inspired by the six themes of the ten-year strategy for Children and Young People, which was launched last year. The themes are: health, learning, achievement and enjoyment, contributing positively to society and community, safety, economic and environmental well-being and respect for the rights of children and young people. The strategy has been specially translated into the comic with the help of local school children and international storyteller and children’s author Liz Weir. 

The two junior Ministers were confirmed as having responsibility for the co-ordination of policy for children and young people.

Link:           Press Release and Comic Book
UK Government Periodic Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, 15/7/07 [E/NI/S/W] 

This is the UK Government’s report on how it is implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is an international agreement which sets out rights for all children.  The UK signed up to the convention in 1990 and has to produce periodic reports for the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child outlining how the convention is being implemented in the UK.  This is the UK’s third report to the UN. 

Link:           Every Child Matters and UK Report
Northern Ireland report to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child 09/07 [NI] 

This report forms part of the formal process through which the UK reports on a periodic basis to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child on the progress NI is making in meeting our obligations under the Convention.  

Link:           NI Report and Children and Young People’s Unit
The Participation Network launches at Stormont 25/09/07

The Participation Network aims to support statutory agencies, local government and government departments to fulfil their duties to effectively engage children and young people in public decision making. 

This will be done through:

 - Free training and consultancy service 

 - The creation of network of organisations with expertise in children and young people’s participation 

 - The development of standards of good practice and web-based resource materials 

The website went live from the 2nd July 2007.

Link:           Press Release and The Participation Network
For the latest news relating to children and young people’s participation visit http://www.ci-ni.org/index.php/arc_pr/C44
2) Portal Showcase
Coleraine Youth Forum 

The CYF provides services for local young people aged 15-25 in the Coleraine Borough area. It aims to provide relevant facilities, resources and training through a purpose-designed facility – The Base. They promote active involvement in local issues and projects through a Youth Forum. The CYF is dedicated to allowing local young people the opportunity to engage in, manage and develop their own project to meet their own needs. To empower and offer advice in the decision making process for the local youth population of Coleraine on issues of concern to them through partnerships with statutory and voluntary agencies. Email: youth.forum@btconnect.com

Link:           Click here for more information
Limavady/ Rural Foyle Youth Council
This council is representative of the children and young people from the surrounding youth clubs. They are engaged in: political education, active citizenship, youth advocacy, international exchange.  Email: majellashiels@btinternet.com

Link:           Click here for more information
Mourne Youth Forum 

This is a forum for young people who have active support from the Local Senior Youth Work as well as facilitation from teaching staff and youth workers in the area. The group are currently carrying out a research project to establish the needs and interests of the local youth community as a way of establishing an agenda for future action. Email: newryyouthinfo@dnet.co.uk.

Link:           Click here for more information
Omagh Youth Council 

Omagh Youth Council is representative of the youth in the Omagh Area. It is open to all and the young people determine how much they would like to get involved. Email: mary_mcgarrigle@welbni.org.

Link:           Click here for more information
If you are interested in showcasing your organisation project/initiative in the next edition, please email robyn@ci-ni.org.uk.

3) Local and National Events on Participation
108 Campaign 05/11/07 

108 is a campaign that is based around Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child which states that Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account. The idea behind this campaign is that we are trying to help provide a space where young people can make their voices heard around issues that affect them and directly impact on decision makers in the political arena.

WIMPS is an event at Stormont which will bring together at least 108 young people together (the same number of MLA’s) to show that young people care about what is happening at the Assembly and want to be a part of the decision making process. An eventual outcome of this process may be the development of a Youth Assembly.

If you would like to find out more about this event, click the link below

Link:           Information Flyer and Public Achievement 
Participation, Partnership and Prevention: Making it Happen for Children in Camden 20/11/07

Location: The London Irish Centre, London 
Cost: Free

Camden Children’s Fund is holding a free conference on the International Day of Children’s Rights promoting Participation, Partnership and Prevention.


Keynote speakers include Jon Snow (ITN Newscaster) and Renuka Jeyarajah-Dent (Deputy Chief Executive Coram Family).


There will also be an opportunity to put your questions to Camden children.

RSVP: by 6 November to tdc.response@camden.gov.uk 

Link:           Click here for further Information
The Big Deal ‘Have Your Say Day’ 24/11/07
The Big Deal is holding a conference called ‘Have your Say Day’ for 0-25 years olds to have their say about issues that affect them and voice their voice opinions directly to the decision makers and politicians. Its being held on 24th November at 10am-4pm Grosvenor House, Glengall Street, Belfast. To register or find out more about the conference email: haveyoursay@thebigdealni.com.
Link:           Click here for further information  

Improving your community getting children and young people involved, 28/11/07 

This one-day workshop looks at encouraging the effective engagement of children and young people in community planning, development and regeneration. Participants will be provided with practical examples, ideas and activities from the DIY Guide to improving your community getting children and young people involved, a tried and tested 'toolkit' for the effective engagement of children and young people within their local community. A copy of the toolkit is included in the workshop price.

Location: Glasgow

Costs:
Delegate rate: £160.00
Discounted rate: non-member individuals and small organisations: £130.00
Discounted rate: member statutory and large voluntary organisations: £130.00
Discounted rate: member individuals and small organisations: £105.00
Link:           Click here for further information 
Communicating with Children Seminar, 30/11/07

Location :De Morgan House, Russell Square
Cost: Free

 

NCB’s Social Inclusion Department is pleased to invite you to attend this free seminar. The focus of the day will be on communicating with under 12 year olds, in particular, in the context of assessments, investigation or therapeutic work. Speakers and workshops will explore the importance of professionals being able to communicate effectively with children and will consider some of the areas of communication that professionals tend to struggle with, such as communicating in an age appropriate way about sensitive issues such as parental mental health or parental substance misuse, enabling children to communicate with their parents present, communicating with disabled children and analysing what children tell and show us.

The day will be aimed at a broad range of children's service practitioners such as social workers, senior practitioners and managers, children's centre staff, education welfare professionals or those involved in assessment or direct work with children in other settings.

Link:           Click here for Information
Community Developmental and Health Network Members Seminar, 30/11/07

Location: The Radisson SAS Hotel- 3 Cormac Place- Belfast
Cost: Free

CHDN are holding a seminar on’ Community development approaches to tackling health inequalities challenges for commissioning.

The aims of the seminar are:

- Understanding what commissioning is, how it works and how members can get their work commissioned. 
- To explore the current and future challenges and opportunities around commissioning community development approaches to tackling health inequalities.

- To share members’ experiences of the opportunities and pitfalls of being commissioned to provide health services. 
- To explore how engagement contributes to commissioning process.

Keynote Speakers: Iris Robinson, Chair of NI Assembly
David Sissling, Chief Executive Designate, HSCA
Link:           Click here for further Information 
Highlight an event: If you are holding an event or have held an event and would like to showcase it, please send us any relevant material to robyn@ci-ni.org.uk and we will display it in the next edition. Alternatively fill in the details online.

4) Featured Publication

The Evaluators Cookbook [E/NI/S/W]

This resource consists of Participatory Evaluation Exercises developed by NCEF staff, Children’s Fund workers. 

This contains 25 ‘recipes’ for participatory evaluation exercises for use with children and young people. Interactive versions of a number of these exercises are available on the NECF website. The up-dated cookbook now includes ‘templates’ for a number of the exercises 


The Cookbook is a resource for anyone working with children to use - either as part of an overall evaluation of childrens services/Children’s Funds - or as a tool for evaluating particular activities (play-schemes, one off sessions etc). 

Link:                 Full Publication and National Evaluation of the Children’s Fund
Democratic Civic Practice: A Training Curriculum 02/05/07 [NI] 

The report entitled Democratic Civic Practice: Building Democratic Communities Together – A Training Curriculum stems from an action research project which sought to discover how best to carry out civic action projects with young people.  Civic action projects support young people to respond to public issues that they care about, thus enhancing citizenship education. 

Link: Full Publication and Public Achievement 
Click here to visit the Portal’s directory of Paper Based Resources.

5) Participation Newsletters

E-Bumpfh - NI Youth Forum
Epipe - YouthNet: Email Linda Gordon at lgordon@youthnet.co.uk
Participation Worker Network for England Bulletin
Participation Worker's Network for Wales E-Briefing
UK Youth Parliament Debatable News
 
6) Other Participation Networks/ Websites

Participation Workers Network for Wales
The Participation Network for Scotland 

Participation Works
7) Sign up to the Portal

Submit your information to the Participation Portal Website

You can also submit your information through filling in our online questionnaire. Click here to find our more.

Feedback

Let us know what you think in regards to content, style and layout. Are there any other subjects/ topics you like to see included? Contact robyn@ci-ni.org.uk to give us your feedback.

